CREATION OF THE NATIONAL CYCLE NETWORK

Leicester and Leicestershire

Leicester City Council also has a relatively long hrstary
of promoting cycling prajects, 115 first cyche track,
influenced by Sustrans’ Bath 1o Bristal project, was the
Great Central Way, a four-mile railway path, started in
15981, This in (uin inspired local campaign group,
Leicesic} [E3 to prompl bath Leicester City and
Leicestershire County Councils to create additional links
duieng the 1380k These included Forest Way, the Abbey
Park Cyclepath, Queen Mother's Svenue and Watermesd
Link, all of which now form part of the National Cyele

- ; E : Network,
Becke fand i Leicester The: City Council's first eycling officer was appainted in 1985 and its first opcking
Whotessls roderspomnt sirategy was published in 1993 'We identified two guite distinet types of eyelists!

pera o T :": ¥ explains current Cycling Officer Sally Killips, "and all aur projects now set aul 1o
.

I T vl AT i of address their different needs! The first group includes noan-cpelists a5 well 38 ex-
s g 1 ragment of e riders discouraged by road conditions. For this group, the best routes are of the early
former G Cortral Radwry ) type, off-road or following guict or calmed streets.

But, as Sally expands, The city also needs to help confident commuters who
nal aaly [HHE- to nide on the man roads but who irsast an ther reght 10 be there,
These riders are polentially most at risk, which is why all rew road schemes in the oty
include advance stop lines, cycle bypasses at road narrowings and dedicated sections
of eyclepath as a matter of course! Swstrans strongly supports this two-pronged
approach, mol least because unless both ‘camps” are happy, there 15 always a nsk of
public dis.al;rl:u:m{'r.t that can harm the interests of all irmeobeed

Sally is also corvinced of the virtues of comprehensive waymarking, not just
for the sake of present cyclists but also to advertise the presence of her wark to belp
draw new recruils, S0 i1 comes a5 no surprise 1o dearn that the marsellowsly simple, | Gecester e
solf-gdhesive, [amip-post waymarkmng-tape slea was
imvenited here in Leicester,

Another notable fact of Leicestershire cycling
life has proved to be the effectiveness with which
woluntary groups work logether. In 19891, loca
Friends of the Earth met Erviron (the Lercester
charity behind the Environment City concept) and
riders fron surrounding towns 1o consider how best
o pramade 3 cross-Lescestershire cycling route The
jdea was to link a Sustrans trail from Derby on one
side of the county with the Bramplon Valley Way
railway path on the other

John Grimshaw arrived one September evening

i rowse

and addressed the group, which also included off-duty officers of City and County
Councils. Says Mark Allen, ane of the prime movers, "We knew what we wanted but
needed more confidence in our ability to build. Joha Grimshaw soon put us on the
rlghl: rack!

Since that might, with full kacking from all local authorties along the way, the
collaboration has diversified, regrouped and expanded 1o mclude British Waterways,
the CTC, the Ramblers Association, Leicestershire Bridleways Association, several
parnish councils and other landowners, and more besides. Suffice it to say that the
original viskon now farms a mast appealing section of Sustrans’ Millennium Route
6, and a range of new lacal networks within the big Network i planned 1o extend
to most parts of Leicestershire and beyond.



